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court of impeachment in the cuse of Judge
Chambers, of the First Judiciul District.
Carried.

The President instructed the seeretary of
the Senate to inform the board of Managers
of the House of the fact that the Senate is
now siting as u high court of impeachment
in the case of Judge Chambers, of the Fhst
Judicial District.

Senator Ireland moved a recessof {ifteen
minutes, in order tomake the necessary ar-
rangements to reccive the board of mana-
«rui cte.  Carried.

At the expiration of the time, the Presi-
dent called the Scenate to order. Roll
called ; quoram present.

The' sergeant-ut-arms announced thc board
of managers from the House, in the ease of
Judge € Ch.unlu-h of the First Judicial Dis-
trict, consisting nf Messrs. Simpson, Epper-
son, Farrar, I)Ll.my and O'Neal. They
were addmitted within the bar of the Senate
and seated

On motion of Senator Dillard,

the re-

sp- ndent, Judge Chambers, who was pres- |
ent, was invited to @ seat within the bar of °

the Senate.

The President announced that Lucien
Beek, the special sergeant-at-arms, who was
sent to serve ¢ 1t.\uun on Judyge Chambers, -
had, as yet, made no return of his action m
said case.

Senator Treland stated that he supposed |
it would be competent for the respondent,
who was present, to answer whether any
citation had been served on him to appear
before the Senate.

The respondent desired to know whether
the court had the authority to make the

o Ana——
inquify, and force him to answer

The President stated that the court did
not propose to force the respondent to an-
swer, but left it optionary with him to
ANSWET O No,

The respondent stated that when the ser--

geant-at-arms made his return, with an en-
dorsement that he had summoned the said
respondent, then he (the respondent) would
answer ¢ ready for trially

On motion of Scenator Ireland, the Presi-
dent of the Senate was requested to tele-
graph to Lucien Beck, the special sergeant-
ut-nrimg, to appear here immediately.

Mr. Epperson, of the board of managers,
moved *that w/ias provess shall issueto the
defendant, and that he he Quly cited to ap-
ln-ur and ‘answer immedintely.”  Adopted
oy the following vote:

Yeas —-Senators Allison,
Burton, Camp, Davenport, Dillued, Dwyer,
I1lis, Ewnh, Friend, luhl)_v. Irclund, Laed-
better, Moore, Parker, Randle, Russell,
Stirman, Swift, Trolinger, Westfall anw
Waood --23,

Nays --None,

On motion of Senator Ieeland, the high

Ball, Bradley,
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Under the rescultion adopted this morn-
ing, cnploying a stenographer to take down
testimony in the ease of Judge Chambers,
vte., the President appointed G aptain L. (r.
Dill.

On motion ‘of Senator Wood, the §
adjourned to 10 o'cloek AL . Lo-morrow.

FORTIETIT DAY.
SExate CusMper, |
AvstiN, March 3, 1374,y
Scnate met -pursuant “ to  adjournment.
Roll called; quorum present.
Prayer by the chaplain.
© On motion of Scnator Ball,

the reading

: of the journal of yesterday was dmpcu‘mll'

with,
Senator Fucml presented the memorial of
citizens of San-Patricio county.
referred to Comurittee on Roadas
: and Ferries. :
| Senator Ircland,

Bridges

chairman  of Judiciary

S Committee, submitted the following re-
ports: )
Alon, R TTabhard, President of the Scnete

Your Committee on Judiciary, to whom
was referred Senate bill No. 192, “An act to
validate assessments made by "assistant as-

. sessors, ™ instruct me to report the same back

to the Senate, and recommend that it do
;pnss. IrkLAND, Chairman.
cdlon, R, B, ITullhard, President ar the Senate :

1 Your Judiciary Committee, to whom was
'ixcl'(-rrctl Senate bill No. 18Y, ‘*An act to
, authorize justices of the peace to employ as-
; sistant assessors in certain cases,” respect-
; fully report the saume back and recommend
i its passage.

l IRELAND, Chairman.
CTIon. 1. B. Hubbard, President o W the Senate :
I Your Judicinry C()munttcc to whom was
“referred 1Touse bill No, 4, SAn nct to fix
'thie venue in certain cases,” jnstruct ne to
report it back with the following amend-
ments:  Amend by inserting in line three,
after the word ‘‘corporation,” the words
**including railroad compnnies;” and amend
by striking out all of scction two after the
word *tagent;” and recommend its passage,
as amended.

Inetaxp, Chairman,

Hon, I D, Hullard, President of the Senate

Your Judiciary Committee, to whom was
referred Benate bill No. 87, “An net ato re-
fund the one per cent, school tax,” have had
the same under consideration, and, in the
opinion of the committee, said bill ought
not now to pass.

The whole question is yet beforo the
courts, and il it should ultlmnlcly be de-

Senate ,

Read and



.

cided that the tax was illegally collected, it

might then be proper to refund. :
IrerAxDb, Chairnnman.

Hon. R. B. Hublcrd, President of the Senate:

Your Judiciary Committee, to whom was
referred Senate bill No, 180, *An act to
validate certain agreements filed in the
office of the Secretary of State, in accordance
with the requirements of *An act concern-
ing private corporations,” ™ approved De-
cember 2, 1871, report the same back, with
the recommendation that it do pass,

IrrLaxn, Chairman.

Senator Moore introduced a bLill entitled
“An act to repeal an act entitled *An act
to regulate the sale of lands under deerees
of courts,”” approved August 13, 1870; and
an act entitled “*An act to repeal the third
scetion, and to amend the second section of
*‘An act to regulate the sale of lands under
deerees of courts,”” approved August 13,
1870, approved May 8, 1871, Read first
time and referred to Judiciary Committee.

Senutor Russell offered the following re-
solution : :

Rexolved, That the address against Judge
J. J. Thornton be withdrawn,

Resolution read first time, and, on motion
of Senntor Ireland, the rules were suspended,
resolution read second time, and adopted.

Scnator Davenport introduced a bill en-
titled **An act to incorporate Little River
Bridge Compuny.”  Read first time, and re-
ferred to Judiciary Committee.

Senator Wood introduced a bill, entitled

“‘An act concerning notaries publie.” Read
first time and referred to Judiciury Com-
mittee.
Senator Wood iontroduced a bill, entitled
“An act to regulate common  carriers.”
Read first time and referred to Judiciary
Commattee,

A message was received from the Iouse,
announcing that the Iouse congurs in
Sennte amendment to address, asking the
removal of Henry Maney, judge of the
Twenty-sccond Judicial Distriet, and lias
ordercd  that  snid amendment he spread
upon the journals of the House; alko an-
nouncing that the House had concurred in
the Senate resolution withdrawing the ad-
dress preferred against Jwdge . 0. Thornton,

Senator Purker inteoduecd a hill, entitled

“Anact to authorize the county courts of

the severnl counties in this State to build
bridges and causeways, and to keep up and

improve  bridges, canseways, and publie
roads.”  Read first time and referred  to
Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries,

Senator Swilt introduced o bill, entitled
CAn act towmend fAn aet Lo organize the

courts of justices of the penee and county -
courts, and to define their jurisdiction and -

duties,” ™ approvea August 13, AL DL IRT0,
tend fiest e andd referved to Jadiciary
Committer,
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Senator Erath moved to reconsider the
vote taken on yesterday, adopting the sub-
stitute offered by Senator Hobby for Senate
Lill No. 152, **An act to repeal all Jaws em-
powering counties, citics and towns to levy
taxes for the purpose of making donations
to railroads and other corporations;” the
titéc of the.substitute adopted being, ‘‘An
act to authorize counties to aid in the con-
struction of railroads and other works of in-
ternal improvements by taking stock in the
same.”  Laid over under thé rules.

Senator Westfall moved that the rules be

suspended to take up IHouse Lill No. 214,
**An act to provide money to pay the float-
ing indebteduess of the State.”  Carried.
Rules suspended, bill taken up and read
first time.

On motion of Senator Wood, the rules
were suspended and bill read second time.

Senator Wood offered - the following
amendment: Amend section six by adding
after the word ‘*date,” -in ninth line, the
following: **also, indebtedness against the
State, authenticated by the certificates of the
late auditorial board, which indebtedness
has not, up to this date, been bonded; and
which indebtedness to be paid undex this
act shall not exceed the sum of thirty theu-
sand dollars; and the certificate of the au-
ditorial board shall be sufficieng nuthority
for the Comptroller to draw his warrant on
the Treasurer for payment of the same.”
Lost by the following vote:

Yeus—Senators Ball, Ellis, Erath, Ire-
land, Ledbetter, Moore, Randle, Russell
and Wood—9.

Nays—Scnators  Allison,
ton, Cump, Davenport, Dillard, Dwyer,
Friend, HHobby, Parker, Stirman, 8Swift,
Trolinger and Westfall—14,

(Senator Ireland in the chair.)

The bill was then read third time and
passed by the following vote:

Yeas—Senators Allison, Ball, Bradley,
Burton, Camp, Davenport, Dillard, Dwyer,
Ellis, Erath, Friend, HHobby, Ireland, Led-
better, Moore, Parker, Randle, Russell,
Stirman, Swift, Trolinger, Westfall and
LW ood — 23,

Nays-- None,

Senator Dwyer moved to suspend the
rules to take up Senate hill No. 148, “An
uet to limit the amount to he issued in
bonds of the State to the International
. Ruilroad Company, and to provide for the
payment of the same.”

Rules suspended, bill taken up, and on mo-.
tion of Nenator Dwyer, wns mado specinl
ordor for Thursday, the 12th inst., at 11
AL, and to continue as the specinl onder
from day to day until disposed of,

(Mr. President in the chair,)

(nmotion of Senator Ball, the rules wero
suspended 1o ke up House bill No, 128,
<A noaet to provide for the protection of the

Bradley, Bur-
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frontier of the State of Texas agninst the
invasion of hostile Indiansg, Mexicans or
other marauding or thieving parties.” '

On motion of Senator Ball, the bill was
made the speeial order for Friday next, at
11 A. at., one hundred copies ardered print-
ed, and to -continue as special order frem
day to day until disposed of, o

On motion of Senator Westfaull, Scnator
Flunagan was excused for the day, on ac-
count of illness.

‘Senator Friend moved a suspension’ of
the 1ules to take up House bill No. 133, *‘An
act to better define and enlarge the boun-
daries of Wilson county.”

Senator Ireland moved to adjourn till 12
o'cléck a.  Carried.

The hour of 12 o'clack having arrived,
the President called the Scnate to order.

IRloll- ealled ; quorum present.

The President snnounced that the hour
having arrived for the Senate to resolve
itself into a high court of impeachment for
the trial of Judge Chambers, of the First
Judicial Distriet, the Scenate resolved itself
into said court. .

: In Covnr.

The President asked the seerctary whether
process had been served upon Judge Cham-
bers,

The scerctary replied
been served.

The scerctary then swore the sergeant-at-
arms as follows:

You, Elliott Shropshire, sergeant-at-arms
of the Senate of the Fourteenth Legisla-
ture of the State of Texas, do solemnly
swear that the return made by you upon
the process issued on the sccond day of
March, 1874, by the Senate of the State of
Texas, against Judge Willinm Chambers, of
the First Judicial District of the State of
Texas, ix truly made; and that you have
performed such service as therein deseribed,
sa help you Gad.

The sceretary way instructed to inform
the bourd of managers of the Iouse, and
the House, that the Senate is now sitting as
nhigh court of impeachment, for the trial
of Judge Chambers, of the First Judicial
District of the State of Texas, and is now
ready to receive the board of managers,

The sceretary returned, and announced
that he had earried out his instructions.

The gergeant-at arms  then made procla-
mafion, as follows:

*‘Hear ye! hear ye!! hear ye!!l All per-
sons are commanded tokeep silencs on pain
of imprisonment, while the BSenate of the
State of Texas is sitting as & high court for
the trind of articles of impenchment, agninst
Willinm Chambers, Judge of the First .{u-
dicial District of the State of Texas, Gud
suve the Btate of Texas and this honorable
court.”

The sergeant-nt-nrms announced the board

18

that process had

of Managers. They were recognized by the
president of the court, amd seated within

1 the bar of the Senate. :

By aorder of the Senate, the scergeaut-at-
arms then called the respondent into court,
who came forward and took a scat within
the bar of the Scnate.

The board of managers anuounced themn-
selves *ready for trial.”

The . addresg, containing the charges
aghinst Judge Chambers, was then read.

A demurrer to the address just read
was then presented by Judge Chambers,
and read, which was as follows: '
The Iouse of Representatives of the State

of Texas et nlx v. Wm, Chambers, jud

of the First Judicial District of the State

of Texas. .

1. Now comes Wm. Chambers, judge of
the First Judicial District of the State of
Texas, respondent to the thirteen articles -of
impeachment preferred against him, and de-
murs to the sufliciency of each and every
article thercof becaurse the same are insufli-
cent under the Constitution and laws of ihe
State to put him on his trial. ‘ S

2. Becanso said  articles are preferred
against him without any lawful or Consti-
tutional authority, in this especially, that
said articles are without authentication, not
being attested by the chief clerk of the
ITouse of Representatives, nor approved by
the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, nor identified by a mark, for which
respondent moves the court to quash said
articles, und that he be discharged.

3. Beeause said prosecution is not carried
on by any legally responsgible party, nor by
any legally responsible authority, mnor ip
accordance with the forms and require-
ments of law. ’

4. Iecause said articles of impeachment
were not adopted or enacted by a House of
Representatives in the form and manner re-
quiredd by the Constitution of Texas,
in this, that said Constitution declares
that ** se %l shall have the force of a law
until on three several days it be read in
each house and free disctission be allowed
thercon, uniess in case of great cmergency
four-fifths of the house in which the bill
shall be pending may deem it expediont to
dispense with this rule,” whereas, in truth
unt{ in fact said bill of impeachment was
ncither rewd for three several days, nor was
said four-fifths rule dispensed with, norwas
there uny emergency, great or small, for do-
ing so; and respondent respectfully prays
thoe court that the truth of this plea be in-
quired into by the court, and if found to
be true, that respondent be discharged.

5. Because this Legislature has no lawful
jurisdiction over the untlnished business of
a defunct LogisIature. .

6. Because, as no judge can lawfully sit
in his own case, neither can a judgo or
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other person be tried by his prosecutor ur
accuser. :

7. Because, articles of impeachiment can
only be lawfully preferred for erimes com-
mitted in violation of the written laws of
the State, and no one can be held answer-
able or ‘! punished for any act or omission
as a penal offense unless the same is ex-
pressly defined and the penalty affixed hy
the written law of this State.™  (See Art.
8, Criminal Code, and Sce. 16, Bill of
Rights.)

8. Because, articles one and two charge
respondent with bLeing guilty of **a high
crime,” whereas,- no such offense as the
offense of a ‘‘high crime™ is defined in
the Criminal Code, nor made by the Consti-
tution or laws of the State of Texar cause
for impeachment.

9. Because, articles from four to thirteen
inclusive, charge respondent with **raal-
feasance in office,” whereas, no such acts ns
charged are defined in the Code as malfeas-
ance in office, nor made by the Constitu-
tion or laws of Texas cause for impench-
ment,

10. Because the charge of perjury, as
made and preferred in article three, is not
made in the words of the statute detining

said offensec, nor in language cquivalent to

the language of the statute in such case
made and provided, and for other defects
apparent on the fuce of the charge, and are
therefore insuflicient in law to compel re-
spondent to answer further.

11. Because respondent cannot be law-
fully impeached under any existing Consti-
tution or laws in force in the State of
Texas.

W, Cravaeie,

Mr. Epperson on the part of hoard of
managers, announced that the muanagers
would not argue the points treated of in
said demurrer, unless the respoudent saw
fit to argue the same.

The respondent announced that he de-
sired to argue the same,

The board of munagers announced that
they would agree that the respondent shoutd
argue his demurrer.,

“The president of the court decided thal
the bonrd of managers had the right to
open and close the argument, to which rul
ing the respondent objecred, claiming that
the respondent has the right to open and
close.

Senutor Wool offeral the following:

It is ordered by the court that so far as
the argument s concerned on the demur
rer, filed by the defendunt, that the defen-
dant be permitted to open and close the
argument.

Adopted, by the following vote:

Yens—-Senntors  Allison, Ball, DBradley,
Burton, Camp, Davenport, Dillawld, Dwyer,
Ellis, Friend, Hobby, Ireland, Ledbetter,

Moore, Parker, Randle, Russell, Stirman,
Swilt, Trolinger, Westfall and Wood —22.

Nuys— Senator Erath—1,

On motion of Scenator Swift, the court wd-
journed to 3 v.ooa., this evening.

IN SENATE.

Or motion of Senater Erath, the Senate

adjourned till 3 p. a1, this evening.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Senate met pursuant to
Roll ealled 5 quorum present.
Senator Westfall presented the following
report  from the Committee on  Xnrolled,
Bills : .
Ion, B, B. Inbberd, Presideid op the Scnate :
Your Committee on Enrolled Bills ask
leave to report that they have carefully ex-
amined Senate billNo. 137, **An act making
an appropriation to pay contingent expenses
of Depurtment of State,” and tind the same
correctiy enrolled, and have this day, March
B30 at 11 o'clock AL ar, presented the same to
the Governor for his approval.
W, . WestraLny, for Committee.
On motion of Senator [reland, the Senate
adjourned to 10 AL AL to-morrow,
IN Covner.
Judge Chambers, the respondent, then

adjournment.

caddressed the court,

At the expirntion of the time allowed by
law, the President suggested that he had
oceupied the allotted tine and could not
procecd further unless by Gie consent of the
court, which he hoped the court would
arant. . . .

On motion of Senator Ircland, the court
extennded the time half an honr.

The respondent then continued his argu-
nment.

At the cloxe of the argument of the re-
spondent, Mr. Epperson, of the boand of
manzgers, suddressed the court,

My, Delany, of the board of managers,
then wddressidd the courr.

Senator Treland moeved that the court md-
Jowen il T e, M.

The respondent desired to know whether,
under the rales; he had aright to mukea
motion regarding weljonrmment,

The President decided that he
right.,

The respondent then asked that the court
ad journ until some time to-morrow,

The vote was then taken on the motion
offered by Nenator Ireland, and the cours

had the

Padopted the same, adjourning to meet at

the howr named 71 2w, A,

A ENING BhialO,

Tl court et purstiant to adjournment ;
roll enlled s no quorium present,

dudge Climmbhers desired that. the court
wljourn until to marrow ot 12 w., stnting
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that he was unprepared, at this time, to
argue his case as he desired.

After a few moments, a1 quorum was an-
nouncaed as being present.

The respondent, Judge Chambers, then
renewed his motion to adjourn, and asked
that the court stand adjourned until to-
morrow at 3 o'eloel rooso Carried by the
following vote:

Yeas—RBenators Bradley, Burton, Daven-
port, Ellis, Erath, Hobby, Ledbetter, Moore,
Suirman, Troiinger, and Wood—11.

Nays-—~Senators DBall,  Camp, Dillard,
Dwyer, Treland, Parker, Ruossell, Swift, and
Westfall—4,

FORTY-FIRST DAY.

BENATE CusMBER, %
Avsrin, March 4, 1874,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Roll
called ; quorum present,

Prayer by the chaplain.

The reading of the journal of yesterday
was dispepsed with, )

Senator Westfall stated that he had re-
ceived a telegram from assistant- secretary
Lane, in which he stated illness as u cause
for his non-appsarance.

senator Westfall, therefore, moved that
Lie he excused until Friday.,  Granted.

A message was reecived from the louse,
announcing the passage by that body of
Senate bill No. 1306, “*An act to authorize
the Governor to sell certain bonds of the
State, and to adjust and settle the indebt-
cdness of the State with Williams &
Guion.

Senator Wood presented a petition from
citizens of the counties of Rusk and Ilen-
derson, praying fora new county out of the
territory of said counties. Read and re-
ferred to Committee on Counticsand County
Boundaries.

Report from Committee on Federal Rela-
tions:

Hon, B. DB Hubbard, President or the Scnate

Your (‘ommittee on Federal Relations, to
whom was referred Benate joint resolution,
*“authorizing and requiring the Adjutant
General to make application to Gen. W, T,
Shevman for an additional regiment of cay-

alry for frontier proteetion,” have carefully |

considered the same, and instruct me to re-
port the sgame back mul recommend its pas-
s, Moonrr, Chairman,
Report from Committee on Counties and
County Boundaries:
thon, B B Hubbitrd, President of' the Hcmyc- :
~ Your Committee on Counties and Codnty
Boundaries, to whom was referred Senate
hill No. 108, “*An act to authorize the
chango of county seats,’’ have carefully con-
sidered the same. and  instruct me to re-

port it back, with the recommendation that
it do not pass. ‘
BraDLEY, for Committee.

Report from the Committee on Claims
and Acceunts:

Ion. R. B. Hubbard, President of the Senate :

Your Committec on Claims and Accounts,
to whom was referred *‘‘the petition of J.
C. Illingsworth,” have carefully examined
and considered the ‘same, and being of
opinion that this petition is in conflict with
the Constitution, instruct me to report it
back, with the recommendation that it do
not pass. W.. H. SwirTt, Chairman. .

Senator Word introduced a bill, entitled
‘“‘An act to provide for the opening and
maintenance of the public roads and high-
ways in this State.” Read first time and
referred to Judiciary Committee.

Senatdr Wood introduced a bill, entitled
“*An act supplemental'to ‘An act to provide
for the incorporation of towns and cities,”»
approved January 27, 1858. Read first time
and referred to Judiciary Committee.

Senator Trolibger introduced a’ bill en-
titled ‘*An act to amend ‘An act tv anghor-
ize the cancellation of patents in certain’
cases,’?? approved February 8, 1854. Read
first time and referred to Committee on Land
Office. :

Senator Davcebport offered the following
resolution:

Resoleed, That the Committee on Con- -
tingent Expenses be and they are hereby in-
structed to audit the accounts for news-
papers heretofore furnished Senators, and
that hereafter only three copies of said pa-
pers be furnished to each Senator daily.

Laid over under the rules.

1louse Dbill No. 16, ‘An act to encourage
stockraisinig and for the protection of stock-
raisers,” was taken from the President’s
desk, read first time and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee.

Senator Ireland introduced o bill entitled
**An act to incorporate a Song Association,
on York’s creek, underthe name and style
of York's Creck Gesang Verein.” Read first
time and referred to Judicinry Tommittee.
Senate Dbill No. 70, **An act for the relief
of the several justices of the peace of the
several counties in this State, making a hat
of the scholastic population of their respec-
tive counties, for the years A. D. 1872, and
A. D. 1878,” was read third time and
pussed.

Senator Dillard moved a suspension of
the rules to take up Senate bill No. 160,
*An nct to reapportion the Btate of Texas
into Congressional districts.” Rules sus-
pended, and bill taken up, and read second
time,

Senator Dillard moved that the bill be
rend by sections. Adopted.

On motion of Senator Dillard, the first
scction was adopted.



